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In August, scaffolding and black net-
ting covered the Eighth Avenue façade of
the James A. Farley Post Office Building in
Midtown Manhattan, marking the start of
a long-planned conversion of the 1913
Beaux Arts beauty into Daniel Patrick
Moynihan Station. 

The new hub will boost the city’s tran-
sit capacity and recapture the grandeur of
the original Pennsylvania Station, which
stood across the street until its demolition
43 years ago to make way for Madison
Square Garden and a modified below-
grade station. Preservationists have long
lamented the historic station’s demise.

The new station – named in honor of its
longtime advocate, the late Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan – will be built within
and underneath the existing Farley Build-
ing, itself an historic landmark designed
by McKim, Mead & White. The train sta-
tion alone will encompass 300,000 sq. ft.

Using tracks already beneath the build-
ing that run to Penn Station, the new facil-
ity will have platforms and passenger
amenities for New Jersey Transit, which
has signed on as an anchor tenant. It will
add links to subway lines as well as to Penn
Station’s complex serving NJ Transit, the
Long Island Rail Road, and Amtrak, which
handles more than 550,000 people daily. 

The Moynihan Station Development
Corp., an arm of the Empire State Devel-
opment Corp., is coordinating the project
and last year selected a joint venture of two
New York firms, Vornado Realty Trust and
Related Cos., to develop the new station.

The $818 million hub will have 750,000
sq. ft. of retail and commercial space, pos-
sibly including a boutique hotel. The U.S.
Post Office will still occupy 250,000 sq. ft.

of the building. The complex would one
day link to another NJ Transit station un-
der 34th Street that would serve a new $6
billion rail tunnel under the Hudson River.

Moynihan Station has already under-
gone several redesigns, the most recent
unveiled in late April. The new design calls
for a grand staircase connecting main sta-
tion spaces to three street entrances. The
train hall will have high, sky-lit ceilings
with high-end finishes and an iconic style.

The first phase of the $556 million con-
struction budget involves the restoration of
more than 40,000 sq. ft. of the façade along
Eighth Avenue. That work began last sum-
mer, led by Graciano Corp. of Pittsburgh,
which is pointing, cleaning, and repairing
stone and terra cotta, including 21
Corinthian columns and dozens of win-
dows. Graciano will be on site through Oc-
tober, with further work to begin by year-
end. The project is set to open in 2010. 

The developers were preparing this

spring to seek public comment on the plan
and the draft Environmental Impact State-
ment, and then seek approval from the
state's Public Authorities Control Board.
The deal’s complex financing includes the
transfer of up to 1 million sq. ft. of air
rights to the private developers for a mixed-
use tower across Eighth Avenue. <<

Key Players
Owner: Empire State Development
Corp.; Moynihan Station Development
Corp.

Developer: Joint venture of Vornado 
Realty Trust and Related Cos.

Design Architect: Joint venture of 
Hellmuth, Obata & Kassabaum and
James Carpenter Design Associates

Exterior Restoration: Graciano Corp.

Development Advisory Services: HDR;
Washington Square Partners; ERA
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